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F all the paffions of the human 


mind, there is not one that we al- 






low fo much indulgence to as con- 

Go?y TEMPT. But to determine who 
4 6 are the proper objects of that paf- 
: fion, may poffibly require a greater 
degree of fagacity and penetration than moft men are 
mafters of. Whoever conforms to the opinion of the 
world, will often be deceived; and whoever contra- 


dicts the opinion of the world, which I am now about 


to 
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to do, will as often be defpifed. But it is the duty of a 
public writer to oppole popular errors ; a duty which I 
impofed upon myfelf at the commencement of this 
work, and which J fhall be ready to perform, as often 
as I fee occafion. 

Ir is not my prefent intention to treat of individuals, 

and the contempt they are apt to entertain for one ano- 
ther: my defign is an extenfive one; it is to refcue na 
lefs than three large bodies of men from the undeferved 
contempt of almoft all the good people of England, and 
to recommend them to the faid good people for their 
pity and compaffion. The three large bodies I am fpeak- 
ing of, and which collectively confidered, make up at 
leaft a fourth part of his Majefty’s fubjects, are Parsons, 
Aurtuors and Cuckotps. I fhall confider each of 
thefe-claffes in the order in which it ftands, beginning 
with the Parson, as the moft refpectable of the three. 

Anp though there is no denying that this profeffion 
took it’s rife from fo exploded a thing as religion, the 
belief of which I do not intend to inculcate, having con- 
ceived an opinion that thefe my lucubrations have admif- 
fion into families too polite for fuch concernments ; yet 
I have hopes of fhewing to the fatisfaction of my readers, 
that a Parson is not abfolutely fo contemptible a cha- 
racter as is generally imagined. 

I know it has been urged in his favour, that, though 
unfortunately brought up to the trade of religion, he en- 
tertains higher notions in private, and neither believes nor 
practices what by his function he is obliged to teach. 
But allowing this defence to be a partial one, and that a 
Parson is really and to all intents and purpofes a believer, 
Ido not admit, even in this cafe, that he deferves all 
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the contempt that people are inclined to throw upon 
him ; efpecially if the extreme narrowne(s of his educa- 
tion be duly enquired into. 

Wurtie the fons of great perfons are indulged by 
tutors and their mother’s maids at home, the intended 
Parson isconfined clofely to fchool; from whence he 
has the misfortune to be fent directly to college, where 
he continues, perhaps, half a fcore years, drudging at 
his courfes, and where for want of money, he may ex- 
claim with Milton, that 





Ever-during DARK 
Surrounds bim: from the CHEARFUL WAYS of men 
Cut off: and for the Book of KNOWLEDGE fair, 


Prefented with an univerfal BLANK. 


Which is as much as to fay, that he is totally in the 
DARK as to what is doing abroad, and that while other 
men are going on in the cH£ARFUL ways of wench- 
ing, drinking and gaming, and improving their minds 
by Mr. Hoyle’s soox of KNowLEDGE, the whole world 
is 4 BLANK to the poor Parson, who in all probability 
grows old in a country cure, and owes to the {quire of 
the parifh all his knowledge of mankind. That fuch a 
Parson, even though he fhould believe every article of 
chriftianity, and fhould practice up to his belief, is not 
in every refpect an object of contempt, is really my opi- 
nion : for though the peMonsTRATIONs of a Tindall, a 
Toland anda Woolfton may have reached him at his 
cure, yet they do not always appear to be pEMoNnsTRA- 
Tions but to thofe who read them in town; and even 
there, a man muft have kept good company, and enter- 
ed thoroughly into the fafhionable amufements (which 
few Parsons are able to do) before he can be certain 


that they are DEMONSTRATIONS. 
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Tue AvuTHOoR comes next to be confidered. And 
here it imports me to be extremely cautious ; left being 
myfelfan Auruor, I betray a partiality in favour of the 
fraternity. But whatever mankind have agreed to think 
ofan AuTuor, he is not abfolutely and at all times an 
objcct of contempt. On the contrary, if it may be proved 
(which I believe no man living will deny) that at the time 
of hiscommencing Auruor, his choice would have led 
him to turn his hand to bufinefs, but that he had neither 
money to buy, nor credit to procure, a ftool, bruthes and 
black- ball ; I hope he may be admitted among the ob- 
jets of compaffion. A queftion indeed may occur, that 
if he has ever been fo fortunate as to have faved three fhil- 
lings by his writings, why he has not then fet about buy- 
ing the above-mentioned implements of trade? But, fup- 
pofing him to have acquired fo much wealth, the proverb 
of «* Once a whore, and always a whore,” is lefs fignifi- 
cant than ‘‘ Once an AuTuor, and always an AUTHOR ;” 
infomuch that a man convicted of being a wit is 
difqualified for bufinefs during life ; no city apprentice 
will truft him with his fhoes, nor will the poor beau fet 
a foot upon his ftool, from an opinion that for want of 
fkill in his calling his blacking muft be bad, or for want 
of attention be applied to the ftocking inftead of the fhoe, 
That almoft every AurHor would chufe to fet up in 
this bufinefs, if he had wherewithall to begin with, muft 
appear very plainly to all candid obfervers, from the natu- 
ral propenfity which he difcovers towards BLACKENING. 

Far be it from me, or any of my brother authors, 
to intend lowering the dignity of the gentlemen trading 
in BLACK-BALL, by naming them with ourfelves: we are 
extremely fenfible of the great diftance there is between 
us; and it is with envy that we look up to the occupa. 
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tion of SHOE-CLEANING, while we lament the feverity 
of our fortune, in being fentenced to the drudgery of a 
lefs refpectable employment. But while we are unhap- 
pily excluded from the sroor and sBrusH, itis furely a 
very hard cafe that the contempt of the world fhould 
purfue us, only becaufe we are unfortunate. 

I procEED laftly to the Cuckotp: and I hope that it 
will not be a more difficult tafk to refcue this gentleman 
from contempt, than either the Parson or the AuTHOR. 
In former times indeed, when alady happened now and 
then to prefer a particular friend to her hufband, it was 
ufual to hold the faid hufband in fome little difefteem : 
for as women were allowed to be the beft judges of men, 
and, as in the cafe before us, the wife only preferred one 
man to another, people were inclined to think that the 
had fome private reafon for fo doing. But in thefe days 
of freedom, when a lady inftead of one friend, is civil 
to one-and-twenty, I am humbly of opinion that her 
CuckoLp is no more the object of contempt for fuch a 
preference, than if he had been robbed by as many high_ 
waymen upon Hounflow-heath. Two to one, fays the 
proverb, are odds at foot-ball; and every one in the 
prefent cafe ought to make proportionable allowance for 
much greater odds. 

But to do honour to CucKko tps, I will be bold to 
fay that they are oftener the objects of envy than contempt. 
How common is it for a man to owe his fortune to the 
frailty of his wife? Or though he fhould reap no pecu- 
niary advantage from her incontinency, how apt are the 
carefles of a {core or two of lovers to fweeten her temper 
towards her hufband? A lady is fometimes apt to pay fo 
great a regard to her chaftity, as to overlook the virtues 
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of meeknefs and forbearance : rob her of that one virtue, 
and you reftore her to all the reft, as well as her hufband 
to his quiet. 

Bur waving every thing I have faid, there {till re- 
mains a reafon for holding CucKoLps in efteem; and 
this is, the regard and veneration which we owe to great 
men. Ifour betters are not afhamed of being CuckoLps, 
it does not become their inferiors to treat them with 
difrefpect. 

I sHavt clofe this paper with obferving upon the three 
characters which I have here endeavoured to befriend 
that while we are obliged to the Parson fora Butt, to 


the Auruor for Abufe, and to the CucKko Lp for his 


Wife, it is the higheft degree of ingratitude to hold any 


-one of them in contempt. 
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